
10th anniversary approaches… Chelyabinsk Impact, Feb. 15, 2013

• A ~20-meter (60-foot) asteroid entered the atmosphere at about 19 km/s (12 mi/s)
• The event released about 500 kt of energy, producing a large shock wave
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• On the same day as the Chelyabinsk impact, the United Nations Committee on 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space Working Group on Near-Earth Objects was 
meeting in Vienna to finalize a recommendation to the U.N. on how to defend 
Earth from possible asteroid impacts

• One result of this meeting was an endorsement by the U.N. General Assembly 
for the establishment of 
• an International Asteroid Warning Network (IAWN) for worldwide 

collaboration on the detection and tracking of potential impact hazards and;
• a Space Missions Planning Advisory Group (SMPAG) as a forum for the 

national space agencies to collaborate on plans for preventing any possible 
asteroid impact

• In January 2014, the IAWN steering committee held its first meeting, and 
SMPAG met for the first time later that year
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International Asteroid Warning 
Network (IAWN)

A worldwide collaboration of asteroid 
observers and modelers that was 

recommended by the United Nations

For details and for and IAWN observing 
campaign information, see:

https://iawn.net/


