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New MPC Technical Lead

2

https://data.minorplanetcenter.net/media/ne
wsletters/MPC_Newsletter_Jan2025.pdf
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Communications 
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Monthly Newsletter:

● Always available on the MPC 
website 

● Contains information about 
recent developments, 
recommendations for the 
community, updates on MPC 
staff, recent resolved issues or 
recurring problems and future 
plans



Work in progress
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Working towards getting ready to receive and process 
the new influx of information coming from Vera 
Rubin/LSST (August 2025) and NEO Surveyor (late 
2027/early 2028)

Credit: Vera C. Rubin LSST

1. Improve and adapt our current systems
2. Create new interfaces that will allow an easier access 

to the data
3. Improve the documentation
4. Develop new pipelines to better handles the vast 

amount of data



MPC Explorer
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Database centric functionality that will work as a 
replacement for our db_search 

Available Now- data continuously updated 
● Designations and Identifications 
● Observations 
● NEOCP
● Orbits - NEW

Coming Soon
● Discovery information details 

Access Methods
● Web-forms 
● API

URL & QR-Code

● https://data.minorplanetcenter.net/explorer/

https://data.minorplanetcenter.net/explorer/


From the last newsletter (Jan 25)
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Work behind the scenes
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● Virtualization
○ Multiple virtual machines running on a single physical server, 

creating a more flexible, scalable, and reliable computing environment. 

○ As part of this effort, the astrometry processing system database 
will be migrated to a virtual machine. 
The maintenance is planned for Wednesday, February 12, 2025, at 14:00 UTC (09:00 EST), 
aligning with the February full moon.

● Ongoing tests with the NEO Surveyor and VR/LSST teams
○ Testing ingestion, linkages and orbit fitting 

● Comet processing
○ Automation of important parts of the comet processing
○ Output validation

● Publications
○ Improve our current system to produce better and more reliable publications

● Remeasurements
○ New system that is going to be able to automatically handle the submission of remeasurements 



Thank you
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More than 44 million observations were submitted to the MPC in 2024

Data from Dec 30, 2024 https://data.minorplanetcenter.net/media/newsletters/MPC_Newsletter_Jan2025.pdf
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